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RECORD OF CONVERSATION-REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 

Date of Conversation: September 29, 2021 

Company: CalFire/California Fire Pilots Association 

Contact Name: Erik Hakenen 

Docket Number: FAA-2020-1127 
 

 

Phone:  Phone Number:  

Email: 
X

 Email Address: ehakenen@gmail.com 

Visit:  Location:  
 

Subject: Request for Additional information 

Details: See Below 

Conclusion or Action Taken: FAA Analysis Complete  

  
 

NAME OFFICE DATE SIGNATURE 

Jabari Raphael AFS-810 7/22/2021  

 

 

What You Should Do 

If you want us to process your request any further, you must send the information described 

earlier to www.regulations.gov  Docket No. FAA-2020-1127. The information must reach us by 

[DATE] ET.  We will consider the FAA project on your request open during this period.  

 

If We Do Not Receive the Requested Information From You 

If we do not receive the requested information from you by the date indicated above, we will 

close the FAA project without notifying you further.  If you have any questions or require 

additional time, you may call or email me with the below contact information 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

CONVERSATION INFORMATION 

FAA EMPLOYEE INFORMATION 

http://www.regulations.gov/
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[SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION] 
 
On July 22, 2021, the FAA Training and Certification Group emailed the petitioner requesting 

information to continue the FAA analysis of the California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (CalFire) and California Fire Pilots Association (CFPA)’s petition for exemption. In 

the email, the FAA requested that the petitioner expand upon the certificates and rating 

requirements for CalFire/ CFPA pilots intended to operate under this exemption, if granted. 

Additionally, the FAA asked the peitioner to expound upon how its former military aircraft are 

maintained. Finally, the FAA requested if the petitioner could provide a training manual for 

CalFire/CFPA’s annual and recurrent training program. 

 

On July 23, 2021, the peitioner responded to the FAA’s inquiry. Specifically, the petitioner 

clarified that CalFire/ CFPA’s exemption request is not in any way a request for an operational 

privilege as its operations will not change as a result.  The petitioner stated that the exemption 

request is only to permit CalFire/ CFPA pilots to log flight time while § 61.51(j)(4) of Title 14 

Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) is going through the rulemaking process, as required by 

Section 517 of the 2018 FAA Reauthorization Act, Public Law 115-254. The petitioner states 

that CalFire/ CFPA will need more time to address the FAA’s request for information.  

 

On September 29, 2021, the petitioner emailed the FAA Training and Certification Group and 

provided the requested information, along with a copy of its aviation program. The petitioner 

states that the minimum certificate/rating requirements for all its pilots is listed under the "CDF 

[California Department of Forestry] TACTICAL AIRPLANE PILOT REQUIREMENTS" 

excerpt from the State of California 8300 manual. The petitoiner states “that Commercial, Multi-

Engine, Instrument certification, etc. is required at a minimum, however, the vast majority of our 

106 pilots are Airline Transport Pilot rated.” 

 

Regarding CalFire’s maintenance standards, the petitioner states the CalFire Aviation Program 

maintains its aircraft with over 90 Airframe and Powerplant (A/P) certificated aircraft 

technicians, including 17 Inspection Authorization (I/A) certificated aircraft technicians. The 

petitioner adds that every aircraft is maintained under CalFire’s repair station on a progressive or 

phase maintenance program specific to each aircraft manufacture type.  The petitioner states 

inspections are performed by A/P base mechanics in coordination with maintenance control and 

require I/A technicians to oversee all inspections at 100, 200, 300, and 400 hour intervals.   

 

Regarding annual and recurrent training and testing, the petitioner states, CalFire currently 

employs 106 pilots (71 fixed wing and 35 helicopter). According to the petitioner, pilot training 

is organized by specific aircraft manufacture type with separate flight and ground training 

programs for pilots of each aircraft. The petitioner explains that the training programs may begin 

with two weeks of ground school followed by a minimum 10 hour flight training course.  

According to the petitioner, after completion of this indoctrination course the student is then 

required to complete a minimum 100 flight hour training curriculum with a company instructor 

pilot during tactical operations. The petitioner asserts that the program includes specific 

benchmarks and stage checks and can take anywhere from one to two years to complete before 

being recommended for approval for State and Federal Air Tanker Pilot certification.  The 
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peititoner states recurrent pilot training is required annually and consists of a two week flight and 

ground training program.   

 


